legs. Sure, other methods of vampirizing the human soul can

be effective—things such as threats, autosuggestion, peer
pressure, isolation, financial exploitation, and strict control
of one’s space and time—»but nothing cuts deeper than sex.
Trifling concepts such as “individuality” and “social identity”
are nothing more than learned behaviors that are easily broken
down and rebuilt with a handful of psychological magic tricks.
But sex reaches all the way to the core of one’s being, right
down to the last scraggly DNA strand. There's a good reason
why covert-intelligence operations focus so strongly on sexual
blackmail. Of your deepest secrets, how many are sexual? All
of them? Most of them, no doubt. The genetic dead-ends who
swing fists and claw at eyeballs on Jerry Springer would never
get so worked-up over God or country, but they lose all control
over sex. It's hard to imagine anything more intrusive than dic-
tating what someone does with their genitals. When a person
hands over their sex drive to you, there’s no need to worry about
their car keys and bank account. They're already yours.

Be honest: Neither you nor | know why we're here. Having never
spoken with God, I'm immediately suspicious of anyone who
claims they have. Religion, as | see it, has typically existed pri-
marily as a social-control mechanism designed to sublimate the
libido. Most religions promise you something after death, because,
truly, what could be better in the here-and-now than sex? Itis nigh
impossible to find a religion that is silent on sexual matters.

Most people search desperately for life's meaning because it
terrifies them to think that it has none. They need answers. They

I fyou want to control someone, aim straight between their

need direction. Many people—the howling majority—want to be
told how to think and act. They wouldn't have it any other way. Most
people wouldn't know how to be individuals if they were the last
person on earth. Fleeing from the black, hollow void which they
fear life ultimately is, they'll eagerly swallow the nearest cosmic
sucking candy peddled by the most transparently fraudulent con
man in the brightest clown suit on the block.

The distinction between a “cult” and a “religion” is purely
semantic. It's like comparing a minor-league baseball team to
one in the majors. Perhaps this is the major distinction: Cults
tend to be led by charismatic megalomaniacal sociopaths who
are still alive, while religions were founded by charismatic
megalomaniacal sociopaths who died a long time ago.

Sex is merely one wrench in the cult leader's toolbox, but it is
the most important one. The game lies in altering the follower's
sexuality until it is no longer their own. It can head either way
from the 50-yard line, as the following examples will demon-
strate: You can either amplify their sex drive or curtail it, but it's
important not to leave it untouched. It's either wild promiscu-
ity or stern celibacy, either absolute repression or full-bore
hedonism. From the voluntary castration of Heaven's Gate to the
Children of God's eager encouragement of pedophilic incest,
sex is used to demolish personal identity in favor of the hive
mentality. What follows are synopses of ten cult leaders and
how they cannibalized their followers' libidinal energy.

NAME: MARSHALL HIERFF APPLEWHITE
CULT: HEAVEN'S GATE

TEACHINGS: The human body is merely a “vehicle” in
which genderless alien souls reside. Salvation can only be
attained by becoming “more than human” and returning home
to outer space. The Martian-looking Applewhite described

his group as “the cult of cults” and claimed that his soul had
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stop smiling and giggling” while they were undergoing their de-
balling process.

NAME: DWIGHT YORK
CULT: UNITED NUWAUBIAN NATION OF MOORS
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| allegedly engaging in all
manner of sex acts with
both male and female
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naked. A Pink Panther doll with faux male genitals sewn on was
sometimes used during “instructional” sessions. York told his
prey that having sex with him would help them get to heaven.
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his giant anti-racist penis and make them blow him to prove he
had absolutely no interest in relating to men sexually. On at
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throng of adults and children. And then he persuaded everyone
to kill themselves.

NAME: DAVID KORESH
CULT: BRANCH DAVIDIANS

TEACHINGS: A bloody car crash of psycho Christian eschatol-
ogy with mullet-headed heavy-metal muscle-car douchebag aes-
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NAME: JIM JONES
CULT: THE PEOPLE'S TEMPLE

TEACHINGS: what began as a humble parttime monkey
salesman and anti-racist Christian preacher with a giant penis
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Solomon allegedly had a thousand wives: “Just imagine Solomon
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be crucified because all the
other dudes would get jeal-
ous at the amount of pussy
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and assured his concubines
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